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NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY was established in 1949 at the 
bequest of Mabel Norman Cerio. Its mission, under the charge 
of her will, was to maintain 235 acres of land “for the propagation, 
preservation, and protection of birds, and where birds and bird life 
may be observed, studied, taught, and enjoyed by lovers of nature 
and by the public generally so interested in a spirit of humanity 
and mercy.”
 
Over the years, NBS has grown to include more than 325 acres of 
diverse habitats, and its mission remains true to Mabel Norman 
Cerio’s original vision. 

OUR MISSION is to preserve and protect our 325-acre 
Aquidneck Island property, its habitats and resources, for 
the benefit of birds and other wildlife, and for people’s 
education and enjoyment.

OUR VISION: We are faithful stewards of the gift Mabel 
Norman left to future generations. We carefully manage 
our properties to support a diversity of habitat that 
protects native wild birds and other animal and plant 
life.  At all times we ensure that human use doesn’t 
compromise the vitality of the natural world. We are a 
place where children and adults alike experience nature 
authentically. Our programs advance the environmental 
literacy of our community. Visitors enjoy our seven miles 
of well-maintained hiking trails. Our special events are 
well-attended and cherished family traditions. We are 
well-supported by our community, through participation, 
financial support and a commitment to our mission and 
values. A growing endowment provides the resources that 
enable us to carefully steward our natural and physical 
resources, ensuring that Mabel Norman would be proud 
of her legacy.

MISSION & VISION



STAFF

Natasha Harrison, Executive Director

Maureen Coleman, Director of Development

Rachel Holbert, Director of Education

Joseph McLaughlin, Director of Properties

Meghan Davies, Education Specialist 

Matt Eldridge, Development & Marketing Assistant

Becky Knight, Office Manager

Cameron A. McCormick, Land Technician

Jerry Moriarty, Properties Assistant

Lesley Muir, Director of Special Events

Mark Pagliarini, Education Coordinator / Assistant Camp Director

Jeannie Santos, Site Rental & Guest Services Manager

Matthew Schenck, Camp Director
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FISCAL 2018
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anne Howell, Chair

Michele S. Foster, Vice-Chair

Ted Sturtevant, Treasurer

Julie DiBari, Secretary

Kim Fuller

Pat Galuska

Jeffrey Moniz

Beverley Murphy

Eliot Raymond

Abigail Rowe

Mary Alice Smith

                                   

Finance
Ted Sturtevant, Treasurer
Lisa Lasky
Pat Galuska

Development
Kim Fuller
Anne Howell
Mary Alice Smith
Abigail Rowe

Education
Beverley Murphy, Chair
Elizabeth Gibbs
Mil Kinsella
Lynne Mallonee
Jeffrey Moniz
Jacqueline Zahm

Properties
Eliot Raymond, Chair
Robert Barlow
Robert Helmbrecht
Jay Manning

Birds & Breakfast
Isabel Coyle
Pat Galuska
Winkle Kelley
Shirley Lally

5K Run/Walk
Meridith Darby
Pam Kilroy
David Leys Jr.
Walter Mey
Scott Nicholson
Abigail Rowe

Harvest Fair
Diana Ackerman
CJ Barone
Kevin Bongiovanni
Janet Emison
Katherine Farnham
Pat Galuska
Elizabeth Gibbs
Kala Horvitz
Bob Kendall
Mary Larson
Liz Powers
Eliot Raymond
Heather Shaver
Hank Whiten
Brian Zahm
Glenn Zitka

LEADERSHIP COMMITTEES
Dedicated volunteer committees 

provide time and talent in 

support of every aspect of 

Norman Bird Sanctuary’s work.



ANNUAL VOLUNTEER 
AWARD WINNERS:

Education: 
Matt Taylor
Summer Camp Assistant Naturalist in Training

Properties: 
Robert Helmbrecht
Properties Committee / Harvest Fair

Administration/Development: 
Cathy Anderson
Front Desk / Database
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325 SPECTACULAR ACRES
Help Us Steward this Incredible Gem.

Support the Annual Appeal Today. 

Mail your gift using the enclosed envelope, or give online at www.normanbirdsanctuary.org 

Thank you.



White-winged Dove
This past winter, NBS was the temporary home 
for an extremely rare vagrant white-winged dove.  
Just Rhode Island’s fourth state record ever, this 
southwestern species can normally be found in 
the deserts of Texas and Mexico.  White-winged 
doves are known to wander widely after breeding 
season but this one seemed to have wandered 
too far.  Clearly exhausted, it spent a few weeks 
recuperating around the native plants and feeders 
at the Welcome Center before moving on.

Prothonotary Warbler
Red Maple Pond saw waves of migrating birds 
this spring including a rare prothonotary warbler, 
spotted by seventh graders on a field trip from 
Thompson Middle School this May.  This bright 
yellow warbler loves swampy woodlands but is 
rarely seen this far north.  Their population is 
declining due to loss of forested wetlands and 
mangroves in the Southeast US.  This sighting was 
the second ever at Norman Bird Sanctuary, but 
the first to be officially recorded on ebird.org.

AUDIO RECORDINGS EXPAND 
NBS BIRD DATA
Over the past year, Camp Director Matt 
Schenck and his handy audio recorder 
have captured audio from 71 different 
bird species, from the eerie whiny of 
a screech owl to the honks of Canada 
geese.  The recent recordings, which have 
increased NBS’ audio records from 12 
species to 83, allow beginner birders to 
learn bird calls and songs based on recent 
sightings at their favorite local hotspot.

In addition to the new audio, four species 
were spotted for the first time at NBS 
over the past year, including White-
winged Dove, Rough-legged Hawk, 
Alder Flycatcher, and Rusty Blackbird, 
raising the total all-time species count 
to 225.  NBS currently ranks as the 
#5 all-time hotspot in Rhode Island, 
and is trending as #4 for 2018.

BIRDS AT NBS



Red-breasted Nuthatch
Birders at NBS have been treated to a bumper 
fall for red-breasted nuthatches.  This northern 
species breeds in conifer trees across Western 
Rhode Island in the spring but every few years an 
irruption takes place and they flood eastern coastal 
hotspots like NBS in the fall.  These irruptions are 
tied to food availability in the Canadian Boreal 
forest and often predate larger movements of 
other irruptive species

White-crowned Sparrow
Keep an eye out this winter for these dashing 
sparrows with smart black-and-white heads, pale 
beaks, and crisp gray breasts.  As an Arctic breeder, 
you probably won’t see white-crowned sparrows in 
the summer, but they have been particularly active 
during fall migration this year.  You can find them 
scurrying around the thickets near the Welcome 
Center or the weedy edges of the fields, both 
favorite habitats of theirs.  
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“Going to the woods 
is going home”                        - John Muir



2018 EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS

Community Partnership Spotlight
Getting Involved with the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center
This October marks nine years of no-cost seasonal after-school programs 
at the MLKCC with NBS Education staff.  These programs feature animal 
ambassadors, active games, and crafts designed to spark inquisitiveness in the 
natural world.  Now a summer tradition, the MLKCC Summer Adventure 
Camp visits the Good Gardens to learn, explore, and snack on fresh 
veggies.  In addition to education programs, the Good Gardens produced 
enough fresh vegetables for 14 weekly donations to the MLKCC food 
pantry this year.  NBS is committed to providing no-cost environmental 
education programs throughout the year, including outreach to the 
Lighthouse Preschool and a raptor presentation at a recent Family Dinner.  

Watershed Education 
Local High School Students Learn About Their Impact on Waterways
NBS is proud to enter its fifth year of place-based watershed programming 
with Environmental Studies students from Rogers High School, the East 
Bay Met School, and Middletown High School.  This interactive series 
engages students in up to eight hours of experiential learning as they trace 
the watershed from freshwater pond and stream habitats down to the 
Sakonnet River.  Students identify marine fish by seine netting at Third 
Beach, test for water quality indicators like nitrates and dissolved oxygen, 
and research how to get involved in community solutions that benefit 
the local environment.  Thanks to grant funding from the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service’s Urban Wildlife Refuge Program, students can utilize their 
experiences at NBS to grow their environmental literacy, which they will 
take with them out into the world after graduation day.



The Good Gardens Educational Space
Blossoming Garden Restoration Breaks Records in 2018
Following a complete restoration in 2017, the Good Gardens has blossomed 
to engage more people than ever this year.  A record 1,349 children and 
adults participated in field trips, summer camp, scout badge programs, 
birthday parties, and public programs in the Good Gardens.  This organic-
practice vegetable and herb garden produced 959.1 pounds of food, which 
was donated to community members in need, fed NBS animal ambassadors, 
and was eaten on the spot by summer campers and other program 
participants.  While the outdoor portion of the garden hibernates for the 
winter, the hoop house will be seeded with leafy greens and root vegetables 
to be enjoyed until spring.

Summer Camp
Children Get Inspired by Hands-On Fun
More than 600 kids flocked to Norman Bird Sanctuary this summer to 
continue the beloved camp tradition in its 59th year.  Campers aged 3-1/2 
to 14 explored the seven miles of trails, picnicked on Hanging Rock, made 
nature crafts in the Barn, examined their aquatic discoveries at Third Beach, 
and sang songs at Friday Fiesta.  Thanks to donations from NewportFed 
Charitable Foundation, Newport Garden Club, and many generous 
donors, Norman Bird Sanctuary was able to provide substantial scholarship 
assistance to economically disadvantaged children, ensuring that they have 
access to hands-on learning in nature.
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Protecting Paradise Capital Campaign
NBS Launches Long-Term Properties Care Campaign
When Mabel Norman Cerio founded Norman Bird Sanctuary, she took an 
extraordinary step towards protecting Aquidneck Island’s largest piece of 
contiguous open space for future generations.  However, in order to honor 
her legacy and steward these stunning 325 acres in perpetuity, the property 
requires constant maintenance and investments: equipment, building 
maintenance, habitat restoration, trail upgrades, storm protection, and more.  
The Protecting Paradise Capital Campaign aims to raise a permanent fund 
narrowly focused on the unique long-term needs of the property, ensuring the 
protection of this special place forever.

Invasive Species Management
Properties Team Preserves Habitat Diversity
When it comes to habitat health, diversity is paramount.  NBS is in the fourth 
year of its Invasive Species Management Plan, but managing 90+ years of slow-
creeping invasive plants on the 325-acre property is a long term commitment.  
Over the winter months, the invasive team has worked on 93 of 150 invasive 
sites, remediating 33 acres using only mechanical methods.  No pesticides are 
used at NBS due to the proximity of streams, wetlands and the overreaching 
watershed.  The density of the 11 targeted species varies from site to site, 
but the trail corridors that provide ideal wet disturbed habitat have allowed 
invasive plants to take hold.  The work will continue as the resources are 
available for the project.

2018 PROPERTIES HIGHLIGHTS



3
ECOTOUR 

ADVENTURES 

Barn Museum
Historic Barn Receives New Roof
The Norman Bird Sanctuary Barn was built in 1860 and moved to the current 
site in the early 1900s.  It was used as a cow barn for decades, with the cows 
grazing the fields surrounding.  When NBS was established in 1949, it became 
a natural history museum registered by the Middletown Historical Society.  
This October, the barn’s 35-year-old roof was completely replaced along with 
some of the pine board sheathing that was rotted beneath.  Funding for the 
project was generously provided by a grant from the van Beuren Charitable 
Foundation allocated to vital property maintenance projects. 

Memorial Tree
Oak Tree in Mabel’s Garden to Honor Memory of Lisa Kelly
A red oak tree was planted on the native woodland path in the historic Mabel’s 
Garden in memory of Lisa Kelly.  A lover of nature and Aquidneck Island, 
Lisa particularly enjoyed to hike out to Hanging Rock and enjoy the views of 
Paradise Valley and Second Beach.  Her family choose to honor her life with 
this long-term commitment to the environment, which will enrich Mabel’s 
Garden and Norman Bird Sanctuary for centuries.
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Birds & Breakfast
On a beautiful Sunday morning this May, more than 200 guests were welcomed to 
the lawn outside Mabel’s Studio to celebrate the 36th Annual Birds & Breakfast.  
Overlooking panoramic views of the ocean and the south fields, guests enjoyed a 
gourmet breakfast buffet generously donated by local businesses and prepared by 
Executive Chef Rich Silvia of the White Horse Tavern.  With spring migration in 
full swing, families, birdwatchers, and supporters then had the chance to take a 
guided hike in search of interesting birds and other wildlife.  Back at the tent, local 
musician Greg Ferreira supplied the folksy tunes while kids enjoyed nature crafts 
and presentations with live animal ambassadors.

5K Run/Walk
Runners, joggers, walkers, and even babies riding in strollers had a blast at the 
12th Annual 5K Run/Walk in memory of David Leys Jr. It was a perfect Saturday 
morning to run past beautiful views of rolling fields, Hanging Rock, Second 
Beach, and the Third Beach dunes.  For the first time ever, a team of two won the 
first place ribbon as a father and baby-in-stroller team led the pack and breezed to 
an easy victory.  Not to be outshined, more than 50 brave toddlers and kids dashed 
the adorable quarter-mile Frosty Freez Kids’ Run as the crowd cheered them on.

2018 EVENTS HIGHLIGHTS



Beach Bash
After a resounding success in its first year, the Beach Bash returned this summer 
with double the guest list and double the fun!  A sold-out crowd of 415 supporters 
flocked to Third Beach on a warm August evening to celebrate summer and 
Norman Bird Sanctuary’s Third Beach Property.  Folks danced in the sand with 
the Kohaug Allstars, sampled delicious food from local vendors, and enjoyed beer, 
wine, lemonade, iced tea, and dessert donated by local businesses.  With the moon 
rising over the water, kids and adults enjoyed kayaks and paddleboards donated by 
Jamestown Outdoors and went seining with the NBS education staff.

Beach in Paradise 
Before the Beach Bash began, longtime supporters and board members were 
invited to a champagne reception across the street to celebrate Norman Bird 
Sanctuary’s Coastal Education Center and commitment to watershed education.

Harvest Fair
The 44th Annual Harvest Fair weekend landed on two gorgeous sunny days and 
more than 12,000 supporters from throughout the region came to celebrate!  The 
fun never stopped as families enjoyed classic Harvest Fair activities like the mud 
pit, pony rides, pumpkin painting, barrel train, and more.  An incredible lineup of 
12 bands had fairgoer’s feet tapping as they tasted delicious food from 14 different 
food trucks and beer from Newport Craft Brewing.  In the Crafters & Community 
tent, supporters perused the handmade wares of more than 60 vendors, entered the 
Home & Garden Competition, and learned about community organizations.  
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Letter from Board Chair 
& Executive Director

We are very pleased to present our Annual Report for 
Fiscal Year 2018.

With the help of an amazing staff, board, volunteers 
and committed donors, we had a successful and 
positive year with many accomplishments. 

We have been focused on quality programs and 
the highest level of land stewardship.  Thousands 
of students, visitors and program participants have 
benefited from Norman Bird Sanctuary, not to 
mention the habitats, plants and wildlife.

 These efforts have been generously supported by you 
and we are forever grateful.  Thank you!

Anne Howell
Chair, Board of Directors

Natasha Harrison 
Executive Director 

SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT 2018

l  Education Programs 50%

l  Sanctuary Maintenance 28%

l  Management & General 10%

l  Development & Fundraising 12%

4%

3%
2018 REVENUE

2018 EXPENSES

l Contributions/Grants 43%

l Government Grants 8%

l Education Program Income 20%

l Membership Fees 7%

l Mabel Norman Trust 8%

l Entrance Fees 4%

l Special Events (Net) 7%

l Earned Income & Other 3%

43%

8%

9%

20%

7%

7%

28%

10%

12%

50%



CONDENSED STATEMENT OF OPERATING ACTIVITIES Year Ended March 31, 2018

REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT:
Public Support $386,678  

     Contributions/Grants 386,678  

Total Public Support 386,678  

Grants and Contracts 

     Federal, State and Local Gov’t Grants 66,888    

Total Grants and Contracts 66,888

Other Revenue 

   Educational Programs 173,501

    Mabel Norman Trust 75,765

    Membership Fees 62,409

    Special Event Income (Net) 59,559

    Entrance Fees 35,945

    Earned Income & Other 28,129

Total Other Revenue 435,308
Total Revenue and Other Support $888,874
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EXPENSES:
Education Programs $440,653    

Sanctuary Maintenance 239,656  

Management & General 86,201 

Development & Fundraising 108,162 

Total Functional Expenses $874,672 
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Complete audited financial statements available upon request.
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